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three miles, he hove to and watched the fate of the
Cassandra.

The  Cassandra was a new ship of  380 tons,
on  her first  voyage.    Macrae was  a  thoroughly
good seaman, with a fine crew that were attached
to him, and was resolved to fight his ship to the
last.  Early in the engagement he gave the  Victory
some shots between wind and water, which made
England keep off till he had stopped  the leaks.
Taylor got out the boats of the Fancy and tried
to tow her alongside, to carry the Cassandra by
boarding, but  such   good  practice was made  by
the Cassandra's marksmen  that  the  design was
given up.    At the end of three hours the Victory
had   repaired   damages,  and  was   closing   again.
Macrae   had   lost   so   many   of   his   crew,   that,
giving up all hope of assistance from Kirby, he
determined to run his ship ashore.    The  Fancy,
which drew less water, followed with the  inten-
tion of boarding, but got aground within pistol-
shot,   with   her   bows   towards   the    Cassandra's
broadside,   and   the   action   recommenced   hotter
than ever.    There  the  two  ships  lay, both fast
aground,  pelting   each  other  furiously,   till   the
crew of the Fancy, finding the  Cassandra's fire